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The circular is dated 19th July1, 1928. I do not know the
outcome of the effort. We are however just now not concerned
with its result. The fact that there should be in our midst respec-
table bodies of merchants engaged in devising means for sustaining
the trade in Manchester yarn and piece-goods, at a time when the
whole country is trying to boycott all foreign cloth, is a portent which
should be taken notice of by every national worker.

Enough evidence has been adduced from time to time in
these pages that India is held by the English for their commerce
and that by far the largest imports consist of piece-goods. Surely
no committee or commission is required to prove that so long as
this exploitation of our country is permitted by us, India will be
held by the British by every means at their disposal. What we
need therefore above all Is not so much conversion or expulsion of
the British residents or rulers as the conversion of our own mer-
chant princes and their dependents who are selling their country
for their own interest.

Nor need our merchant princes ruin themselves for the sake
of the country. India will want all the quantity of the cloth and
yarn that they are now importing. They have but to apply their
undoubted ability to the manufacture of this quantity in our seven
hundred thousand villages. In doing so they will naturally bene-
fit themselves. I admit that they will have to give up commercial
gambling, speculation and palaces out of all proportion to their
surroundings, and be satisfied with an income bearing some relation
to the condition of those for whom and with whom they would
trade. In other words, instead of taking part as they are now doing
in bleeding the villages, they would be making some tardy return
to those on whom their prosperity has depended. The story of
the belly and the members has an eternal application. The toil-
ing millions are the belly. The merchants and others are the mem-
bers. They must wither if the belly is starved. Those who have
eyes can see that the belly has been shamefully starved for a long
enough period. The withering of the members must follow soon
as night follows day. Let us then repent before it is too late.

Young India, 25-10-1928
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